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Components of film originally examined: 


Feature: 

Trailers: 


Ben Dover 'Pure Cheek!' English Class 

Running time: 

129.21 

Safe Sex Notice 

Running time: 

0.43 

Copyright Notice 


0.09 

VCA Pictures Notice 


0.16 

Safe Sex Notice (US) 


0.34 

Age Restriction Notice 


0.16 

Buttman's Bend Over Babes 4 


3.50 

Ben Dover 'Pure Cheek!' Fresh Cheeks 
Seymore Butts Slippin' in Through the Out 


2.11 

Door! 


1.45 

Hotel Sodom 


2.01 

Compulsion 


3.09 

Lethal Affairs 


2.37 


Total Running time: 

146.52 


Excision/Alteration: No. 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has not been given. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The video recording entitled Ben Dover 'Pure Cheek!' English Class (also known as 
Ben Dover's English Class) is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The video recording is classified as objectionable because of the manner in which it 
deals with matters of sex. The video recording contains a main feature and two 
trailers which present a man contriving set-ups by enticing and cajoling women to 
participate in sexual activity. The women are presented as gullible and powerless 
during these encounters. The cameraman in the feature tricks the women by 
presenting himself as a legitimate authority figure and by seeking agreement from 
them in measured steps. He manipulates the women by using flattery and offering 
safety assurances, and bribes them with benefits they may gain by their participation. 
The man uses psychological manipulation rather than the flagrant use of force. This 
perspective tends to portray women as being sexually accessible and as easily 
accepting of advances from strangers. 

The behaviour of the cameraman is shown in a salacious manner and is encouraged 
by his interaction with the viewer who is assumed to be like-minded. He speaks to the 
viewer as though they are privy to his coaxing of women into sexually satisfying him, 
and by extension, into satisfying the viewer themselves. This behaviour is upheld by 
being accepted and rewarded by the women involved. This manner of dealing with 
sex is further exacerbated by the advertising of other publications which present the 
same model of behaviour. 
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The video recording would not be classified differently if the sequences in which the 
man coaxes women into sex were excised. Therefore, excisions are not 
recommended under s32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (FVPC Act). The nature of the video recording's remaining content is such that it 
would still be classified as objectionable under the FVPC Act. This is because of the 
significant weighting placed on the video recording’s strong depictions of degrading, 
dehumanising and demeaning treatment and imagery of women, the portrayal of 
women as an inferior class, and the encouragement of a criminal act. The degrading, 
dehumanising and demeaning treatment and imagery of women involves the 
cameraman directing and controlling the actions of the female participants in a manner 
that presents them as relatively powerless and easily accessible for sex. It also 
involves the filming of women as body parts, and the close focus given to images of 
women's sex parts and faces covered in semen in both the feature and trailers, which 
dehumanise the women strongly. The video recording encourages the criminal act of 
being found on property without a reasonable excuse by depicting a man filming a 
woman voyeuristically without her knowledge or consent, before he is invited onto the 
property where he engages in sexual activity with the woman. By rewarding the man's 
voyeurism and its setting in a sexual context, the video recording is seen to strongly 
encourage a criminal act. 

In forming this decision, the Classification Office has taken into account the opinion of 
experts sought. These opinions support a view that there is a likelihood of injury to the 
public good by making available material which deals with sexual activity in this 
manner, and which endorses and trivialises degrading, demeaning and dehumanising 
imagery and treatment of women which skews women's real ability to consent to 
activity on an informed and empowered manner. Furthermore, the consultation held 
with experts supports the view that there is real danger in the presentation's 
underplaying the potential risks of this manipulative seduction and normalising 
behaviour which is in reality potentially socially harmful. 

The New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) has been considered in relation 
to the video recording, specifically s5, s6 and si4. The limitation of the rights and 
freedoms outlined in the NZBR Act is considered to be a reasonable limit prescribed 
by law which is demonstrably justified in a free and democratic society. This limitation 
is justified because the availability of the video recording with the content described 
above is likely to be injurious to the public good. 
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